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etf strange principles indeed. If they were 
men of desperate fortunes such assertions 
might be attended to, and their poverty 
might lay them open to suspicion. It might 
be supposed that they sought for change 
m order to better their fortunes ; but un- 
luckily for the argument of Crito-Philo- 
Crito, they, on the contrary, are men of in- 
dependent fortunes, who have nothing to 
gain, but every thing to lose by an erup- 
tion ; and therefore it is natural that they 
should deprecate every thing which might 
lead to revolution. Nor can such prin- 
ciples by any means be fairly laid to the 
charge of men, who, through all their 
•writings, endeavour to inculcate the most 
implicit obedience to the laws of the coun- 
try ; and who, if they have the wish for 
any revolution, it is a " blessed bloodless" 
revolution, founded upon the mental im- 
provement of the people and the enlight- 
ening of their understandings. Well am I 
convinced that they are as far from wish- 
ing for what their adversary calls a politi- 
cal volcano as lie is himself ; and also that 
his conduct and principles are more cal- 
culated to bring about a convulsion than 
theirs are. The private characters of (hose 
men are well known! when that of Crito- 
Philo-Crito can only be guessed at. On 
this ground, they stand proudly pre-emi- 
nent ; their < morality is not speculative, 
but practical; this their most inveterate 
enemies areobligtd to admit. Sach moodv 
writers as riu*I*hilo-Crito with vitiated 
taste may pretend to discover a " Dutch- 
metal" style in their writings, but their 
moral characters stand eminently superior, 
arid invulnerable to the poisonous shafts 
levelled against them by such incendia- 
nts. If such trier* are rebels and infidels, 
as is plainly insinuated by this correspond- 
ent of your's, I confess it would be my 
pride to imitate them, rather than attend 
to those who, in pretended zeal for re- 
ligion, and loyalty to the government, are 
too apt to take " prayers for morality," 
and .P: kneeling for religion."' 

The judgment of your correspondent 
as a critic, I find to be at variance with 
every man of intelligence and taste in li- 
terature with whom I have conversed; 
they have uniformly praised and admired 
the style of that which he has endeavour- 
ed to vilify. Many men of his own kid- 
ney have been obliged to acknowledge its 
superiority, and to lament that such splen- 
did abilities were employed on that side 
the question ; but there is no accounting 
for the difference of taste. For my part 



I am determined to appreciate the judg- 
ment of a critic, according to what he is 
himself able to perform; and I am so lit- 
tle pleased with the style in which Crito- 
Philo-Crito writes- that I cannot suffer my- 
self to be guided by his judgment of the 
writings of others. In my mind the writ- 
er who can indulge himself in such Bil- 
lingsgate language Is by no means a fit per- 
son to direct the judgment of others in 
matters of literature. 

If the matter of the Retrospect of Po- 
litics be so dangerous in the opinion of 
your correspondent, I think he would em- 
ploy his time much better by endeavour- 
ing to refute the arguments, than in de- 
preciating the style. If he have time and 
abilities sufficient, I suppose he may have 
Opportunities enough for making his sen- 
timents public, as the columns of both 
the papers, I dare say, are open for Jiim ; 
neither of them appearing to be favour- 
able to the Magazine. 

IT he undertake this task, however, I 
would advise him to reason a little closer 
than he has done in the last article, and 
to be careful to be less self-contradictory. 
In his la6t paragraph he flounders away 
in such a manner as to induce me to sup- 
pose that he scarcely knew his own mind. 
He makes the Retrospect libellous, yet he 
gives the writer credit for his prudence in 
only "creeping to the verge of libel," as 
though it feared to brave the vengeance 
of the laws, and dared not pass the Ru- 
bicon ; it has not yet transgressed the line 
which would subject it to the cognizance 
of the Attorney- General; still it is large- 
ly indebted to the clemency and for- 
bearance of the laws. Now, to what 
does all this amount ? Why, nothing but 
that they are guilty, and not guilty, \n 
the same breath ; that they have- not in- 
fringed upon the laws, yet they are in- 
debted to their clemency and forbearance. 
Alas, poor Crito-Philo-Crito ! ! ! 

I am, Sir, &c. 
Ballymena, Feb. 1814. A Subscriber. 

7V the Proprietors ofiht Belfast Magazine. 

Gentlemen, 
In the Belfast News-Letter of the 18th 
ult. I have observed a note to corres- 
pondents, wherein the Editor makes a 
very odd kind of excuse for not inserting 
in his paper an article signed " A Sub- 
scriber," which it appears lud been offer- 
ed in defence of the Belfast Magazine. 



J814.] 



Correspondence. 



215 



He'says "it is not reasonable for the wri- 
ter to expect that he (ttie Editor) should 
devote his columns to justify the censure 
of the Belfast Magazine against him. 1 " 
Now, ha'd the excuse been founded on the 
intemperate language used by " A Sub- 
scriber," the public might have been satis- 
fied that he had rejected it ; but insertion 
having been refused because the Editor's 
conduct was complained of, it must ap- 
pear to every imp-utial reader, that he 
has greatly weakened his own cause ;lfor 
had he been conscious of his own integri- 
ty and the purity of bismotives, be would 
have courted investigation, and ' would 
have readily given publicity to a tempe- 
rate reply to the article* signed Crito and 
Phdo Crito, particularly as he had such 
able advocates as the writer of those ar- 
ticles to defend him. It would also have 
been treating his readers with that degree 
of consideration and respect which i> cer- 
tainly their due, had he given them the 
opportunity ot forming their own judgment 
by hearing both sides of the question. 
From such treatment it would appear that 
he conceives himself fully adequate to 
form an opinion for them, and that what- 
ever he condescends to communicate to 
them, they' are to take for granted as 
truth, without farther investigation. 

The articles alluded to may be consi- 
dered by this Editor as a justification of 
him and his paper ; but well am I assured 
that by most leaders they were considered 
malignant attacks upon your respectable 
work, rather than a vindication of him or 
his paper. It does not appear to have 
been the intention of the writers to say 
any thing in defence of the Editor ; for 
the few words of congratulation cannot be 
construed into vindication. The ground 
ofcomplamt against him was , his having 
thrown a veil over the Orange procession 
at the funeral ; and on this principle no 
kind of defence has been set up by the 
hditor or his advocates. In general terms 
the statement was approved of by Crito, 
and said to have been done " in a tempe- 
rate, manly manner ;" but this is not sur- 
prizing, for no doubt the statement had 
been drawn up by the said Crito ; and 
there is nothing uncommon in such scrib- 
blers being fond of their own bantlings. 
But in all this I can discover no good rea- 
sou for the Editor failing to state to the 
public that at the funeral there was a vain 
display of Orangemen and their insignia, 



and that tkiy ImJly and "tiftitatty dared tit 
ttote-thrciocrs to ttbmj thernsdvet. 

By this Editor declining ic publish any 
reply to those articles he has, iu mv o- 
piuion, proved at least one of two tilings : 
either that he had no confidence in his own 
ability, or that of his friend l rito, to de- 
fend him, or that he is so completely the 
tool of the taction that he dare not pub- 
lish any thing which might be disagree- 
able to them. Let the public then dra«v 
which of these conclusions they will, he 
must in their eyes appear equally con- 
temptible, and equally unfit to bold the 
situation of Editor to a paper in such, a 
town as Belfast. For my own part, I 
was not surprized, nor was I mistaken in 
his character. I neither looked on hun as 
a Solomon for wisdom, nor as a Junius 
for literary ability. If he had any credit 
with me it was tor a tolerable share of 
cunning to endeavour to stand well witn 
those by whom profit might be made, and 
a peculiar degree of facility in changing 
sides for sake of emolument. However in 
the present instance, [ must allow him a 
a little more merit ; lor his having now 
thrown off the mask of moderation which 
he had hitherto worn, and for having so far 
identified himself with the sanguinary fac- 
tion, that his character and principles can 
be no longer mistaken by the most indiffer- 
ent person. We may now set him down 
as the devoted parasite of Orangeism, hav- 
ing offered up on the altar of intolerance 
as a willing sacrificeeverv pretension which 
he might have held to candour and impar- 
tiality. 

: In his very pathotic account of the resur- 
rection of ynail, it was said that " every 
feeling' of humanity bad been harrowed 
up." Of the manslaughter and mannings 
committed in July last, we had from him 
a much more moderate, a much more tetr- 
perate account. There were no tine fetl- 
iags of humanity harrowed tip on that ne- 
farious occasion. No, no! it was a mire 
casual . circumstance, and being so very 
common in the country, was not worthy 
of much notice. We have been so fami- 
liarized to butchering the living, that far 
less horror was excited 'by shooting tyjfo 
men, than by raising one dead body : the 
lives and lunDi.ui seven pet sons were no- 
thing to that atrocious deed ! the fine feel- 
ings of humanity iu ti|e breast of the Edi- 
tor «f the Belfast News-letter were not 
called into action by the bloodshed com* 
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mined in July ! No : they remained tor- 
pid and inactive till they were awakened 
in January by the horrible and atrocious 
act of raising from its grave the hallowed 
corpse of an Orangeman. 

His fine feelings of humanity received 
no violence when one of the most re- 
spectable meetings ever witnessed in the 
town of Belfast, met for the purpose of pre- 
venting such enormities, was ordered by 
some of hit friauh to disperse, as if they 
had been a mob of the lowest class : a 
meeting which exhibited not the slightest 
appearance of mob, until the arrival of his 
faifiiar friends. 

No injury was done to his fine feelings 
of humanity, when one of the most useful 
and respectable men in this town was 
dragged to the black-hole like a felon, for 
gently laying four of his fingers upon the 
sleeve of a man who is not generally con- 
sidered quite so useful. But perhaps he 
was afraid to trust his delicate nerves in 
drawing up a statement of that transac- 
tion, and thought it safer to publish an ac- 
count of it ready made to his hand, by 
those whose interest it was to state it in 
terms the most favourable to a certain party; 
and to be sure he could not prevent the 
public wishing for an impartial report of 
it, but then 4»e knew such could be had 
from a paper published 80 miles off. 

His fine fcelingsof humanity were fully 
•=qual however to rhe publishing of a re- 
port favourable to his friends, of a certain 
trial at Downpatrick sessions, which, from 
some particular questions asked of the 
witnesses, was calculated to cast a stigma 
upon the character of a gentleman ; but 
that was only an attempt at lacerating the 
character of a virtuous living man, and not 
half so shocking to the fine feelings of hu- 
manity as raising a dead Orangeman. 

His fine feelings of humanity were a- 
gain brought into play, when he used his 
most strenuous exertions to have his pa- 
per, containing the above report, circulat- 
ed in Antrim about eight hours earlier 
than common, on the day that a certain 
trial was to be brought on at the sessions 
there. 

I have no douht however but his fine 
feelings of humanity have received ano- 
ther shock (even as great as that by the 
resurrection of Quail,) from this letter 
troni "A Subscriber;" and that it has 
contained something so hostile to his ner- 
vous system, as to produce one of his usu- 
al ague fits. It is probable that it has o- 
»?X6f the profound reasoning and classic 



language of hjs " Dutch-metal" friend, 
the redoubtable Crito ; for assuredly had 
it been weak or ineffectual, we would have 
been favoured with it, had it been for 
nothing else but that the party might have 
had a triumph over it. I hope, however, 
the writer will let us see it through some 
other medium. Surely the News-paper 
Editors are not all in league with this man 
of delicate nerves and extreme sensibi- 
lity. 

( find that this famous torch-bearer of 
Orangeism is not yet tired with abusing 
you, as he is at it again in the paper of 
the 4th inst., where he has spewed forth 
some more of his venom, harmless how- 
ever to ytu, from its very bitterness and 
pervicacity, and innocent to the public 
from its obscurity and incoherence. There 
is only one point which I will touch upon, 
and even that should have escaped me, had 
J not flattered myself that the retort may 
have the effect of preventing this apostle 
of Orangeism from pestering the public 
with his Billingsgate language. He says 
«' if the empiric endeavours to avail him- 
self of his garb and his gibberish to distri- 
bute poisons among the people, what shall 
prevent him from exposing his practices, 
and cautioning the unwary not to swallow 2 
his nostrums." Now I shall simply put 
one question to this elegant apologist ef 
our sapient Editor, this giant of erudition, 
who holds the rod of castigation in terro- 
rem over your devoted heads, where has 
been his loyalty and his extreme care for 
the safety of the people's morals, since Sep- 
tember 1808, that he has suffered you with 
your "gaudy coat" and" fustian language" 
to distribute your nostrums among the peo- 
ple since that period with impunity ? Per- 
haps I may answer as Elijah said to the 
priests of Baal. Perhaps he has been on a 
journey, or peradventure he has been a- 
sleep, and has only been roused from his 
stupor by the noise made by the resurrec- 
tion of Quail, his brother Qrangemen. 
I am, Gentlemen, &c. 

An Irishman. 



REMARKS ON SOCIETIES OF ORANGEMEN, 
AND THE ANTAGONIST ONES 0* 
THRASHERS AND RIBBON-MEN. 

The following paper appeared in the 
Newry Telegraph. The remarks are so 
apposite, so impartial, and so conciliat- 
ing, as well as abounding in principles of 
sound policy, that the serious dispassion- 
ate perusal is reccommended to our reader:. 



